
 

 

 

The Chasm Within 
When we try to interpret parables literally, the questions are usually endless and unan-
swerable. But we cannot, treat parables as merely metaphor or symbolism that have no 
real life implications for how we live. So what about today’s parable? What is it saying 
to us and what is it not saying to us? 

At some point in our lives we have probably all been both the rich man and Lazarus. 
We can all name times when life has been good, full, and easy. Likewise we can name 
times when it has simply left us destitute, broken, and in sorrow and suffering. I don’t 
think this parable is asking us to make judgments about who is the rich man and who is 
Lazarus. Instead, it is asking us to acknowledge and deal with the gates and chasms 
that separate us from each other. The gate and the chasm are the same thing. The 
chasm that separates Lazarus and the rich man in the next world is simply a manifesta-
tion of the gate that separated them in this world. The rich man carried it with him into 
the next world. It was a part of him. The gate is a condition of the human heart. The 
gate that becomes a chasm always exists within us before it exists between us. 

That means we must each examine our own heart to find the gates that separate us 
from ourselves, our neighbours, our enemies, those we love, and ultimately God. What 
gates do we live with: fear, anger, greed, pride, prejudice, loneliness, sorrow, addic-
tion, busyness, indifference, apathy, hurt, resentment, envy, cynicism. Gates destroy 
relationships. Every time we love our neighbour as ourselves, every time we love our 
enemies, every time we see and treat one another as created in the image and likeness 
of God, gates are opened and chasms are filled. It’s a choice set before us every day. It 
can happen in our marriages and families, at work and school and in our prayers for 
the world. It can happen in the most intimate of relationships, or with strangers, and 
even with our enemies. It is not easy work but it possible. Jesus demonstrated that in 
his life, death, and resurrection. Gates were opened and chasms were filled. Christ’s 
love, mercy, grace, and presence make it possible for us to open our gates and ensure 
they do not become chasms. He is the image of our opened gates and our filled 
chasms, the image of who we most truly are and who we are to become. 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year C    

29th September 2019        Missal: p1065       Eucharistic Prayer: 3 

  Holy Family Church   
  St  

                     Whitby Ave, Ingol  Preston PR2 3YP 
Tel:  01772 725193    E-mail: parish.priest2@btinternet.com 
Website: http://holyfamilyparish.weebly.com/ 
Priest:  Fr. Peter Draper (Tel: 725193) 
       

Sunday Mass:  11.00 am. 
Weekday Mass: Mon & Thur: 9.15am. (Other weekdays: 9.15am at St. Anthony’s)  
 

           Holy Family Primary school:  727471    Covenant Books: 735993  
      

  Lancaster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered Charity Number 234331      

Holy Family Little Church      

   

Jesus said to the Pharisees. "There was a rich man who used to dress in  
purple and fine linen and feast magnificently every day. And at his gate 
there lay a poor man called Lazarus. . Now the poor man died and was car-
ried away by the angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died 
and was buried.  
Abraham told him 'remember that during your life good things came your 
way, just as bad things came the way of Lazarus. Now he is being comforted 
here while you are in agony.  
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Last Weekend: Attendance 62 Offertory £95. Thank you for your generosity. 
   
     

       Masses received this week:  

Carole Green, John Talbot, Jack Kilshaw, Thomas Gielty;  
 
 

Monday ‘Surgery’   

Fr. Peter will in Holy Family Church tomorrow (Monday) from 5.30-6.30pm  especially for 
anyone who wants a word about baptisms, weddings, Sacrament of Reconciliation etc.   
 

Harvest Fast Day 
This Friday is Harvest Fast Day.  Please take an envelope after Mass today.  

 

Serving our Parish Liturgy 
There is a morning of reflection for Readers and Eucharistic Ministers to be led by Maria 
Hall, in St. Anthony’s Padua Room, on Saturday 19th October.  If you serve the parish 
in these ways please take advantage of this time of reflection.   
 

The Friendship Group  
We are pleased to announce that the Macmillan Charity event raised the sum of 
£108.70p which is a huge achievement in the space of two hours! Thanks to all who 
attended. 

Day of Renewal  -  ”Inner Healing” 
Led by John Hesketh, at St. Clare’s.  Starts with Mass at 10am, concludes at 4.00pm. 
Bring packed lunch. Details from Christine on 07745 009694 or Annette on 07954 
429333. See poster.  
       

Annual Diocesan Education Mass 
In St Peter’s Cathedral, Lancaster LA1 3BT, on Friday 4th October at 7:00pm.  Several 
teachers from our school will receive awards and welcomes. Together we ask for God’s 
blessing on the mission of education and formation in our diocese. 
 

Events at St. Wilfrid’s Church 
 - ‘The Future of Food in Zambia: A Climate Change Warning’. By Fr. Leonard Chiti SJ, 
on Monday 30th September at 7.30pm 
   

 - ‘The Lot of a Woman in a Man’s World’ - Speaker: Susan Douglass (Friend of Winck-
ley Square) on Monday 7th October 2.30-3.15pm.  
   

 - ‘Three Woman who Shaped Preston - Speaker: Patricia Harrison (Friend of Winckley 
Square) on Monday 14th October 7.00-8.15pm. 
   

 - ‘John Henry Newman on Friendship’ - a talk by Fr. Dixie Taylor on Monday 21st Octo-
ber 7.30-9.00pm.   
   

Vacancy – Diocesan Schools Commissioner 
Full Time - Leadership Scales 17 – 21 - Required for January 2020. NEW Closing 
Date: 12:00 noon Friday 4th October.  Job Description, Person Specification and 
Application Form can be obtained by emailing educationservice@ 
lancasterrcdiocese.org.uk or telephone 01524 841190. 
 

Certificate/Diploma in Pastoral Ministry/Leadership   
Our Diocese is undertaking a new venture in Pastoral Theology in conjunction with Loy-
ola University Chicago. Several other Northern English dioceses have already engaged in 
these programmes. Information Evening in The Pastoral Centre in Lancaster on Thurs-
day 17 October at 7:45pm. There will be members of the Course Team present as well 
as previous participants who can tell of their experience.  

        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
Share-It Food Bank (at Holy Family) 

Thank you for your donations of food. Priority items for the next few weeks are:   
 Cooking sauces *   rice pudding  *  savoury pastas 

 
 
 

          Please remember in your prayers …. 
Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Ray Mannion,  Rhoda Case, Bill York, Lawrence Dunnagan, 
Trevor Hughes, Claire; 
    

those who have died recently:  Regina LaValle, Michael Ward 

   and those whose anniversaries occur around this time: John Talbot, Harold Farn-
worth, John Aspinwall, William Kelly, Edith’s Harry, Kath & Michael’s baby Christopher, 
Thomas Flynn, Winifred Pearson, Bill Craig, Henry Cross, Sarah Jane Moulding, Tessa 
Smith, Fr. Peter Dolan’s Dad, Sheila Morris, John Hodkinson, Albert Tierney, Antonia 
Baines, Agnes Wilson.    May they rest in peace.    
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      11.00am  

St. Anthony 

Holy Family  

Gary Whittell 

For our parish 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  Family Fast envelopes  

Mon  9.15am Holy Family Jack Kilshaw Feast: St. Jerome 

Tue  9.15am St Anthony   Carole Green Feast: St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

Wed 9.15am   St Anthony  Thomas Gielty Feast: The Holy Guardian Angels 

Thur 9.15pm  Holy Family John Talbot  

Fri  9.15pm  

6.30-7.30pm  

St Anthony  

Holy Family  

Lancs Infirm Clergy Feast: St. Francis of Assisi 

Exposition & Holy Communion  

Sat: 6.00pm     St. Anthony Kathleen Morton Feast: Dedication of the Cathedral 

Sun  9.30am 

     11.00am 

St. Anthony 

Holy Family 

Special Intention 
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